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system. He confided the results of his inquiries to his old
tutor, Mr. Elliot:

Tor myself you will hardly guess what I am engaged upon
just now. Can you imagine me in the light of a rectifier of
religious abuses ? I fear however my motive is not religious but
much more social. I have for some time been gathering informa-
tion about the religious ceremonies performed in the palace,
and I find that of the two ceremonial types, the Vedic and the
Puranic, the one being of a higher and purer sanction according
to our scale of authorities, the other a corruption of more
priestly times, our ceremonies conform to the latter. This,
however, is the result of an imposture. For I find from papers
belonging to the times of the old Maharajas that they fiilly
believed the forms to be Vedic. Even now people who do not
know Sanskrit have very little protection against dupery in
these matters and to hoodwink those old people, buried in
ignorance, superstition and military affairs was considerably
easier.*l

But as he said, it was not the religious significance of
such rites that had moved him to act; it>\vas rather his
hatred of quackery, of duplicity, of priestly intolerance
and heartless greed that led him to insist on reform:

eThe priests versed in sordid and selfish motives will stoop
to any dodge which will bring them money, and relying on the
general ignorance, do not scruple to back up their practices by
the merest lies. When questioned, they pretend that everything
is done and repeated according to Vedas; but when ques-
tioned more closely, they fall back on the less obvious lie that
the ceremonies are a mixture of tlie two/ I

For himself he did not, or professed not to, care; he
had a horror of cant; he regarded with unfathomable
scorn, which many of us will share, that type of priest-
craft which Chaucer lashed with his bitter laughter. He
could defend himself, but it moved him to indignation

1 Sflected Letiers, vol. i, No. 251, p. 195, dated 12.10.1896.